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Community Constable farewelled ( | ook out for

Helensville farewelled popular Police
Community Constable Melissa (Mel) Haven
atthe end of last year.

After 20 years of service she has retired
from the police service completely.

Originally from the Kumel area, she
spent most of her childhood in the Bay of
Islands before moving back here to spend
her secondary school years at Kaipara
College. When Mel (right) left the college to
join the police in August 2003 she was at the
time their youngest female recruit, aged just
17 - so young she didn't even have her full
driving licence.

She undertook training at the Royal New
Zealand Police College in Porirua, and after
graduating was posted to Henderson in
February 2004. In August 2009 Mel
transferred to Kumet Police station. She
worked on the Public Safety Team there and
later became their local Community
Constable.

After 10 years at Kumeu, Mel joined the
Helensville team as Community Constable in

Where’'s Woolly?

Tying in with Helensville Show’s
wool theme, a ‘Where’s Woolly’
competition will task Show visitors to
find 10 named cartoon sheep, like
the one below, which will be printed
on A3 boards and
scattered around the
grounds.

Entry forms
will be handed
out at the gates on
Show day, Saturday,
February 24, so people
can record the names
of the sheep to win a
little treat, which they can claim at the
Show office.

September 2019. Here, she also worked with
the Rodney Family Harm team dealing with
domestic violence cases, and as the police
liaison officer for the South Kaipara
Community Patrol.
She believed being a local was a definite
advantage as many people knew her
through links built in the local community

through schools, the fire brigade,

sports, and socially.

“During her time in the area, Mel

proved to be an invaluable member of
our station and to the community she
serves,” says Helensville Senior Constable
Lou Unkovich.

“She has always been a person you can
rely on and has a genuine caring nature for
those she crosses paths with. We will miss
her infectious smile and outrageous sense of

next issue!

Exciting things are coming to
Helensville News - in fact the biggest
change to the newspaper since we
printed our firstissue in April 1999.

This issue is the last you will read in
this familiar A4 format. From next
month, our March 2024 issue,
Helensville News will be printed in the
larger tabloid newspaper size - and in
full colour.

After 273 black and white issues
across 25 years, we’ll have a more
modern look, with everything bigger
and clearer, using larger images and
bigger fonts to make reading easier.

It'll be more sustainable too, being
printed on more environmentally
friendly, compostable paper.

For advertisers, the change will be
a huge bonus. Advertisements will be
roughly 75 percent larger, and printed
in full colour - all at no extra cost.

The bigger size will allow for more
flexibility in layout too - rather than
being restricted to the current one or
two columns per page, we’'ll hopefully
be able to bring a more dynamic look to
the paper with up to four columns per
page.

The new production system should
also enable us to bring our deadlines
closer to publication date, ensuring
contentis even more up-to-date.

It'll probably take an issue or two to
fully develop the new look, so please
bear with us as we tweak things over
the coming months.

And of course, if anyone has any
suggestions or comments, we'd be
happy to hear them.

- Dave Addison
Editor/Publisher
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* Water Pump Sales & Servicing

Water Filtration Systems

Filter Supplies

Deep Well & Submersible Bore
Specialists

420 7694

www.midwestpumps.co.nz
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I editorial

After 25 years and 273 issues in this familiar format, this is the last Helensville News you
will see like this.

From next month, the biggest change to the paper since its inception in 1999 will take
place with a move to tabloid size (basically A3) and, more importantly, full colour. We think it’ll
be a shot in the arm for the paper, a much more attractive proposition for our readers, and a
definite boon for our advertisers - without whom we wouldn’t be here - with much larger,
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River Valley

Builders

* RENOVATIONS * NEW BUILDS
*x DECKS

Shane Inglis

* RE ROOFING

021 193 5000

Naturally Heated Pools
Inflatable Kidzone

. =" Water Slides
Picnic Areas
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Prestige

Real Estate International Ltd
Licenced REAA2008

| f INETRERVIIIS
Real Estate Specialist

Mob: 021 509 9390

jana@prestigerealestate.co.nz
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colour ads for no more cost.

Readers will see the benefits immediately with our coverage of the Helensville Show. In
previous years we've run a page of smallish black and white photos of the event - but next
month our coverage will be more extensive and in full colour

I'd like to take this chance to thank Rob McCorkindale from Print Matters for his help with
production and distribution over the 14 years I've owned Helensville News. He’s been a life-

saver on more than one occasion!

This month we have extensive coverage of everything to do with Helensville’s biggest
annual one-day event, the Helensville Show on Saturday, February 24. This year is the
Show’s 120th, an incredible testament to the hundreds of volunteers who have kept the
eventalive - and growing - for well over a century.

The fact | am married to the Show manager has no bearing on the amount of coverage :)

- Dave Addison, Editor

College/High School Centenary

Kaipara College will celebrate its
centenary over three days in September,
starting on Friday, September 20 and
finishing on the Sunday.

Founded in 1924 as Helensville District
High School, the school was renamed as
Kaipara College in 1959.

Plans for the event are in the early
stages, and we will bring more detail
in future issues.

The school aims to hold a
public meeting later this
month to bring the
community and alumni
together to ensure the
eventis an exciting one and
inclusive of the Kaipara
community and all
Helensville District High
School and Kaipara College
alumni. The hope is to combine
ideas from the community meeting
with those of the school planning group, to
finalise event planning by the end of the
current school term.

Locals wanting to keep in the loop can
join the Centenary and Alumni Mailing List
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by emailing: info@kaipara.school.nz. The
Kaipara College Facebook page has a
public event live, which users can join to stay
up to date with centenary news and event
information. There is an online form on the
event page so people can join the email list
from there as well.
The school’'s monthly newsletter will
feature a ‘Where Are They Now’
column. The school would like to
hear suggestions for people to
be interviewed for the column,
or from alumni wanting to be
interviewed.

It's hoped the centenary
celebrations will kick off on
September 20 with the

school’s new annual
community event - the Kaipara
College Ag Day. The aim is to
have a mix of informal, fun family-
friendly events and more formal
activities,so there is something for everyone
to enjoy.
For more information phone Erin
Stuckey on 09 420 8640 ext 800 or 021 229
4535 outside school hours.

BUYING OR SELLING,
PROPERTY?

Knowledge and experience yields many
advantages in real estate. | know how to
make selling or buying a home an adventure.
Call me when you are ready to start yours.

hd r‘/l&Dé




Big Boys Toys for
Helensville Show

Lovers of big machinery are in for a treat
at this month’s Helensville Show, which is
shaping up as something of a Big Boys Toys
event.

The highlight will be a display of huge
cranes by Show sponsor Universal Cranes,
the centrepiece of which will be a 230-tonne
Liebherr LTM 1230-5.1
crane with a 75m boom -
similar to the one pictured.

What’s more, some
lucky punters will get the
chance to climb up into the
crane’s cab.

Universal, sponsor of
the Show’s community
stage, will also have a couple
of other enormous mobile
cranes at the Show, plus a hi-ab
and trailer.

The Show will have

tractors, farm machinery, and restored
vintage engines, while Swale Earthmovers
will have their excavators on show, along
with machinery from Tricky Tree Removals.
Slightly more sedate, the North Shore
Vintage and Classic Car Club will have a
number of vehicles on show, including
Helensville’s historic fire engine.

Regular library events return

February is Helensville Show time and
Helensville Library has copies of the Show
schedules available for locals interested in
entering any of the huge number of classes.

The library will have a stand at the Show
and will be doing pop up story times and
songs throughout the day.

February also means the return of the
library’s regular events, starting after
Waitangi Day.

Kids Time, aimed at under-6s and their
grown-ups, are on Wednesdays from 10am
to 10.30am. Each session is different, and
contentdepends on the day's audience.

Crafternoons return on Thursday
afternoons, from 3.30pm to 4.30pm. Locals
can bring along whatever portable craft they
are working on. These afternoons are a
great opportunity to meet other crafters,
share knowledge, and learn new things.

Children's crafts are aimed at under-10s,
and those taking part will need someone
aged over 14 with them.

The library Facebook page will show the

monthly Crafternoon themes. For February,
this will acknowledge Lunar New Year and
Year of the Dragon. In March, the theme will
be pets and animals.

Remedial building work on the library
area of the War Memorial Hall building
continues, and a date for the library to
reopen to the public hasn't been finalised.

In the meantime the library and Council
Service Centre is open usual hours -
Monday to Friday 9.30am to 5pm and
Saturday 9.30am to 4pm. Any changes to
opening hours and availability will be notified
on Facebook.

Property rates are due by the end of
February. The Helensville Library and
Service Centre is currently unable to take
payments. That may change over February,
and we will update any changes on our
Facebook page.

Rates invoices with a barcode can be
paid at New Zealand Post inside Helensville
Paper Plus Select. The library can print a
copy of yourinvoice if you need one.

LIFESTYLE MOWING

MACHINERY

“We will put the fun back into mowing”

= Quality brand mowers
&ride ons

= Unparalleled service &
support

* Large product range

(o) Come in and see us today!
8 Stevens Lane
Waitoki
LIFESTYLE MOWING |[RSSEH SN
MAGHINERY
www.moadoc.co.nz
E6RY W 8 Masport <>~ ViCTA )

027 280 2630

‘Pure Spring Water Carriers’

CRAIGWEIL HOUSE
WARMLY INVITES YOU TO...

RIVER VALLEY MEATS

Home of the Tasty Sausage

Locally sourced beef, lamb, venison:

= Steak
= Sausages
= Salami

o
BRADLY BEEF

—— HELENSVUILLE——

Andy Cummings 021 685 199
27 Commercial Road, Helensville

off State Highway 16

09 420 8277

info@craigweil.co.nz

COME VISIT OUR UNIQUE BOUTIQUE
RURAL CARE FACILITY

Our unique boutique facility is situated on the Twin Coast Discovery Highway
Craigweil House is within reach of Muriwai Beach and the Kaipara Coast

A caring environment nurtured by our dedicated team
Rest Home « Hospital » Secure Dementia » Day Stays

No Premium Room Charges
You're welcome to come in for a cuppa and see us

or ring us today to discuss a complimentary day stay

143 Parkhurst Rd, Parakai

-

Cralgwell House

Home & Hospita
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Electrical|Ltd

= For all your electrical requirements

= Repairs, maintenance & new installations
= Qverhead to underground conversions

= Underground services to new homes

= New alarm systems

0274 784 396

Ph/Fax (09) 420 5122, (09) 420 8978
email: seangrayelectrical@xtra.co.nz

[} JATL PLUMBING LTD

* Maintenance
* Renovations

o ~conTacTUs
il WITH ANY ENQUIRY
* Spouting OR FORA

* Central Heating FREE QUOTE

Ph: 09 420 7868 Adam: 021 245 9677
Or: 0800 285 758 (0800 ATL PLUMBING)

L Email: adamandanita@xtra.co.nz )

A

www.gumboots.ac.nz;

Money for a bunny

9-year-old Helensville girl Emma Harris
has raised $880 for rabbits at the SPCA by
organising and holding a solo market stall at
Rautawhiri Park a few weeks ago.

Emma came up with the idea herself,
and had just minimal help from mum Renee
with promoting the event on the
Helensville/Parakai Facebook group and
the Rabbit Advice and Support New
Zealand group.

“So many locals came down to visit her
and purchase or donate. | think it's the most
wholesome thing I've ever seen,” says
Renee.

Emma sold a selection of new and
second hand items on her stall, plus some
packaged sweets. Before the event, her
mum thought she would probably raise
about $20.

When husband and wife Shileigh and
Jason from the One Stop Bunny Shop heard
of her idea, they offered to contribute double
what she made to go to the SPCA.

Emma raised $220 through her market
stall and people donating, and that was
topped up by the One Stop Bunny Shop with
another $440 - as well as a gift certificate and
$40 shop voucher for Emma.

And since then, Jen from Westley's
World Rabbit Resources website has
donated an additional $220, bringing
Emma’s total raised to $880.

“It was just such a lovely outcome to all
her hard work,” says Renee. “We were all

e Emma with her market stall

blown away by people getting behind her
and being so generous with their
contributions.”

Renee says their family had previously
adopted Flemish Giant breed rabbits from
the SPCA at Mangere, and Emma had seen
first hand how much work they put into rabbit
rescue, care, desexing, and finding homes
forthem.

Children’s Day returns in March

Kindred Family Services’ annual Te Ra o Nga ==
Tamariki (Children's Day) will be held on Sunday, |E=sss ¥

March 3, from 10amto 1pm.

Planning is well under way for the free family
event, part of a nation-wide celebration of tamariki,
and it will follow previous years’ events in being a feel-
good, fun-filled day of games, activities, and laughter.

At the time of going to press a venue had yet to be
chosen - that will be announced on the Kindred
Family Services website and Facebook page, along
with the activities planned for the day. Posters around

town will also promote the event.

Children’s Day focuses on the well-being and
happiness of our tamariki and community

connections.

years.

and playing.

Helensville Montessori

An Early Learning Centre for children aged from 2 to 6

Where "skillful teachers support children to become
confident and competent learners." - Education Review Office

And with generous garden spaces for serious running
Come and see us anytime. We'd love to show you all
that Montessori can offer your child.

58 Garfield Road, Helensville. 09 420 7181
www.helensvillemontessori.co.nz and Ei

J
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‘Kaipara Awa’ exhibition

Helensville Art Centre’s first exhibition
for 2024, 'Kaipara Awa - A River That
Connects Us' will run until Saturday,
February 24.

The Kaipara River which winds through
Helensville is as much a defining symbol of
ourtown as itis a physical body of water. The
exhibition aims to reflect what our awa
means to us, with artworks in a variety of
media. The purposefully broad subject
allows for the art on show to interpret the
theme as imaginatively as desired.

In March local artists Emma Springford-
Gough and Shona Cameron will hold a joint
exhibition of their works, which centre
manager Yvonne Abercrombie says will be a
“stand out show, not to miss”. It will run from
Wednesday, February 28 until Thursday,
March 28, with an evening opening event on
Friday, March 1 from 5pm to 7pm.

Helensville Art Centre has several new
classes and workshops coming up.

Olga Atkins will be starting an lllustration
Course for Kids this month, aimed at six to
13 year olds and held weekly after school. It
plans to help children discover the magic of
drawing and develop imagination and visual
language using captivating themes.

Olga will also be running beginners’
Portrait Drawing classes for adults, covering
proportion, structure and facial features, with
step-by-step guidance on painting realistic
and playful portraits.

To book for either of the above, email:
manager@artcentrehelensville.org.nz or
phone 09 973 0852.

Helensville’s Mike Rowland will also be

holding a drawing class, while Emma
Springford-Gough and Shona Cameron will
hold an artist-run workshop on Saturday,
March 16 from 11am to 1pm to coincide with
their exhibition. The costis $25pp.

Details of these and more workshops to
come will be on the Art Centre Facebook
page and website.

Artists interested in holding an exhibition
during 2024 should email Yvonne at:
manager@artcentrehelenswIIe org.nz.

e ‘Wine O’Clock’ by Helensville painter William
Boyd, part of the Kaipara Awa exhibition

‘Ultimate Day Out’ prize to be won

Visitors to the Helensville Show on Saturday, February 24 will be able to enter the North
West Country Business Association’s ‘Ultimate Day Out’ competition when they visit the

association’s stand.

Anyone who spends $50 or more during January or February at any local business which
is a member of the association can go in the draw. You'll need to take your receipts to the

NWBA stand to go in the draw.
The prize pack consists of:

Tickets for two to the Kaipara Coast Sculpture Gardens at Kaukapakapa.
Lunchfortwo at Ginger Crunch Café Helensville.

A 16,000 foot tandem skydive at Skydive Auckland, Parakai.

Afull body massage for two at Phoenix Beauty Therapy in Kumed.
Dinner for two at The Landing, Riverhead.

Entries can also be made online at northwestcountry.co.nz.

Shop local for your back to school supplies
School packs ready made available for:

= Helensville Primary = Waioneke School

= Parakai School = Waimauku School

= Kaukapakapa School =Kaipara College Year 9 & 10

= Waitoki School ity
\;our com<E

fpaperplus

TICKLEQIMAGINATION
P: 09 420 8646

64 Commercial Road, Helensville
E: helensville@paperplusselect.co.nz
www.paperplus.co.nz

&
%)

HKPL

HKUMEU PLUMBING LTD

plumbing

£ roofing
solar heating
'S pumpshop
" pool & spa
1 woodfires
Il gas fitting
drainage

Ph 420 9108

156 Main Road, Kumeu info@kpl.co.nz  www.kpl.co.nz

1

WHY PAY MORE?

2.90%

Commission rate to $500,000
then 2% thereafter + GST

A OF Ty,
P
agent of the

| agent of the |
year awards

agent of the
| year awards 3

year awards
SUBURE WINNER

Buying or selling?
Give us a call today...

2023 AGENT OF THE YEAR AWARDS TOP 100 AGENCY

BURMESTER
REALTY

03800 18 88 80
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DANIELLE HANCOCK

Helping you with your
business needs

manager@northwestcountry.co.nz

Novtlest

- COUNTRY

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Sellars Law
Helensville Law Office

For all your legal services including:

- Wills & Trusts

- Estate Administration

- Property Relationship Matters
- Refinancing

- Commercial Matters

- Land Subdivision

- Residential, Rural & Commercial Conveyancing

R g, .

&
uy,
Hitteypy

SR

69 Mill Road, Helensville
Ph: 09 420 9324
Email: admin@sellarslaw.co.nz
sellarslaw.co.nz

_FLEX

Manipulation | Acupuncture | Sport Injuries

Sy
&

PHYSIO
‘ FEIE)(

Registered Hand Therapist. ACC approved &
funding available for splints and braces.

* Sport Injuries  * Carpal Tunnel
* Fractures * Arthritis

BOOK ONLINE AT:
www.physioflex.co.nz
Ph 420 8899

10 Commercial Rd, Helensville
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Planting to protect
farm and harbour

Local father and son team Johnny and
Jordan Hildreth have a clear plan for
protecting the waterways, wetlands, and
steeper hillsides on their Woodhill Farm.

They have teamed up with the Kaipara
Moana Remediation (KMR) programme to
fence selected areas of their 200-hectare
sheep and beef unit.

Johnny initially leased the land from his
father Peter before buying the 140ha home
block in 1986. He purchased a neighbouring
60ha farm in the early 2000s and has been
caring for the land since - more recently with
the help of his son Jordan.

They now run 300 Romney cross
breeding ewes, trade 500 to 1000 lambs,
and run 200 to 300 cattle.

That is why the pair were keen to align
with the KMR programme because they see
the value of helping protect the Kaipara
Moana by fencing off waterways and
wetlands and planting them in natives - while
atthe same time benefitting their farm.

In 2022 they planted 4500 trees and put
in 250 metres of new fence line, while last
year they planted another 800 trees and put
in a further 450m of fencing ready for the

2024 planting season.

They have also mapped out a plan to
retire areas of steeper, less-productive
hillsides with at least 400m of new fencing,
and that work will hopefully begin later this
year, ready for more planting of natives from
2025.

Johnny says they have identified more
areas around the farm (totalling 10ha), which
they would love to fence off and plant as
finances allow.

“When Poppa broke in the farm, he
clearly had a bit of an environmental bent
because he did not open up everything in
search of every blade of grass,” says
Jordan.

“With our KMR partnership we are
focussing on medium plantings and locking
up gullies and waterways to go with 45ha of
native bush already fenced off including
16ha of a former pine tree block we
replanted with 10,000 manuka after harvest
in2019.”

The pair say their river flats flood
frequently, and there could be merit one day

e To Page 7

e Johnny (left) and Jordan Hildreth with some of their native plantings

ACCOUNTANT

Haines Norton

UH Chartered Accountants

* Farm & Lifestyle Block Specialist

e Business Planning & Development
o Financial Analysis

4207972 021220 5817

Office hours 9am - 5pm
34 Commercial Rd, Helensville
PO Box 17 Helensville

South Kaipara Men’s Trust

Tama Tu Whanau Ora

Strengthening
men and their
families to help
build better, safer
communities.

10 Awaroa Road, Helensville
(former Te Awaroa Youth Club building)
P: 027 800 8081
Hours: Monday and Tuesday 10am to 4:30pm




Muscle power at Show

Around 20 of the region’s strongest men
and women will compete in a strongman
competition which will be a new feature at
the 2023 Helensville Show on Saturday,
February 24.

The contest of strength, a round of the
national New Zealand Strong Man series,
will run most of the day, with competitors

competing
NEW ZEALAND

in four
[

disciplines,
doing things
like lifting a
giant
boulder,
tossing a
beer keg as
high as
possible,
lifting an enormous pole, and pulling a car.
The exact disciplines to be used at the
Helensville Show competition weren’t
finalised by press time.

The men and women will compete in the
fenced-off area behind the food court, where
wood chopping has previously been held.

Locals keen to show off their strength
can take part, but must enter prior to Show

day by emailing organiser Chris Latham at:
aucklandstrongmanseries@gmail.com.
The New Zealand Strong Man series
has been held since 2016, and pre-Covid
there were usually up to 12 competitions a
year, mostly held as part of existing shows.

Planting to protect farm and harbour cont...

* From Page 6

in putting some of that land back into
kahikatea and other natives, as they once
used tobe.

They did exactly that with Auckland
Council's 'Trees for Survival' programme in
conjunction with one Auckland primary and
an Auckland secondary school in 2017,
when they planted natives along the banks
of the Kaipara River which runs through the
property. Those plants are now thriving and
clearly visible from State Highway 16.

Jordan says the KMR planting rates
recommended for hillsides and slips of
around 2500-4000 plants per ha, and up to
9000 plants per ha for wetlands and
waterways, makes sense.

Says Johnny: “If you have good people
driving a programme like KMR it makes all
the difference. Being in communication with
people who are passionate about the
environment, with an understanding of how

things work on farm, means problems are
easily solved.

“We are setting the scene now for what is
to come. Nibbling away at fencing and
planting gets the ball rolling and we would
love to see all of our river and wetlands
planted.

“As farmers, if you can get this sort of
activity up your priority list for spending it is
hugely rewarding.”

Jordan and Johnny say they are thrilled
with the KMR programme and are looking
forward to doing more work together.

KMR is a multi-year programme which
invests in fencing and planting projects with
the long term aim of halving sediment flows
into the Kaipara Harbour, and is keen to hear
from other landowners who are thinking of
fencing this summer or planting next winter.

People can email: hono@kmr.org.nz or
complete a quick expression of interest at:
kmr.org.nz/landowner-expression-of-
interest/.

y HELENSVILLE
 BOWLING CLUB

Email: helensvillebowls@gmail.com

New social and playing members welcome

e Two greens, one natural and one carpet
(all weather)
e Evening business house bowls in summer
© |ndoor bowls during winter
e Weekly roll-ups and regular Club Comps
© Room-hire available
38 Awaroa Road, Helensville
Phone 09 420 8316

Facebook: HelensvilleBowlingClub

[ Helensville Railway\
Museum

McLEOD
MOTORS

WOFs
All Mechanical Repairs
Auto Electrical

Tyres & Batteries
Stockists of 'Total' lubricants

5 Railway Street, Helensville

Ph: 420 8633

Your Rodney Local Board

ré Mark Den-ims*

“I'm Local
and I’m here
to help”

WDi_s_@a_uc_kland_cc_un__gi]m

L

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS!

Helensville Railway Museum is open on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month
from 10.30am to 3pm.

Nextdates: Sundays 11th &25th Feb.

Bring the family to see our fascinating
displays of working model trains and the
history of the railway in Helensville.

Adult $5, Child $2, Family $10. Sorry no Eftpos
Ph 09420 8961 www.helensvillerail.org.nz

Plus: visit the café and arts and crafts
collective in our restored Railway Station.)

Building Platforms e Utility Trenches o
Ponds « Drainage e Drilling «
Aggregate Supply « Tip Trucks «
Excavators « Bobcat with Attachments

DRIVEWAY REPAIRS
& RE-SURFACING

Call us for a FREE quote
0800 4SWALE

or 09 420 8352. 103 Mill Road Helensville
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HELENSVILLE FREE PARKING

SHOW <

Saturday, February 24th

From 9am at the Helensville Showgrounds

NZ Hero Flbre

» Wool: NZ’'s Hero Fibre - wool-themed events &
attractions throughout the day

Prizes to be won!

Sheep Dog trial demonstrations

Live music with The Kerry Adams Band
Sideshows & rides

Free Pop’s Games

Choreodography Dancing Dogs
Taekwondo demonstration

Pan Indian Rifles Dance Troupe

Kumeu Brass Band

Ukelele performance

Animals: horses & mini horses, cattle, sheep,
pigs, poultry, goats

Multiple equestrian rings
Highland dancing mass fling
Terrier Race and Pet Dog competition
Junior Farmer competition
Cranes, tractors, farm machinery & vintage cars
Wide range of food outlets + Liberty Brewery bar
Hundreds of indoor exhibits
Heaps of trade stalls
K v;
|||| ggmii';s“" BARFOOT&THOM PSON Local Bo';% . v W

Auckland Council VETS HURTH WE CARE
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‘Wool’ theme a first
for 120th Helensville Show

For the first time in its 120-year history,
the Helensville Show will have a special
theme this year.

That theme is ‘Wool: NZ's Hero Fibre’
and it will be the focus of a wide range of
events, activities, displays, and competitions
at the 120th Helensville Show on Saturday,
February 24.

And as added excitement, for the first
time the Show will host a round of the New
Zealand Strong Man competition - see our
separate article on page 7.

The ‘wool’ theme will depict the story of
wool from ‘sheep through to sweater’,
including some history and interactive areas
for Show visitors.

A highlight will be demonstrations
throughout the day by former world and New
Zealand champion blade shearer Allan
Oldfield, then the process of spinning,
weaving, knitting through to the end product.

Displays of several rare sheep breeds
such as Baby Doll, Valais Blacknose, and
Arapawa will join the regular Show sheep
livestock competitions, with prize money
bumped up for the stud and flock sheep
classes and a new PGG Wrightson
Champion Flock Sheep trophy up for grabs.

There will be a fashion parade of woollen
clothing ranging from historic items from
Helensville Museum and homespun items
through to modern clothes from brands like
Icebreaker, Swanndri and Palliser Ridge.
Some of the Icebreaker products will be
being seen for the firsttime.

A mockup of an old shearing shed will
feature old shearing items like combs and
hand pieces, shears, grinders, wool presses,
moccasins, paperwork, and historic local

T

wool brands and stencils.

An ‘Amazing Wool’ display tent will
feature unusual wool-based products
including lipstick, a surf board, sticking
plasters, dog beds, and teddy bears, through
to more traditional items like carpet, pillows,
blankets, carry bags, baby wear, and
clothing.

Show regulars Brightside Spinners will

e The Pan Indian Rifles dancers will perform for the first time

be spinning wool. Visitors will also be able to
try loom weaving, and the local knitting group
will be showing visitors the basics of knitting.

Several of the indoor exhibits this year
have special wool-themed classes too, in the
photography, baking, floral, and craft
sections.

Helensville Museum’s regular indoor
display will feature the history of sheep
farming and wool in the
South Kaipara.

Helensville Show’s
popular Guess the Weight
competition, which boasts
$100 in prize money, is also
angled around wool, with
participants having to
guess the weight of a
sheep, a small wool bale,
and a piece of shearing
machinery.

The Show’s ever-
popular children’s
cardboard cut-out
decorating competition run
through local schools - now
in its 20th year - will this year feature farmers.
Always colourful and often amusing, these
will be displayed inside and outside the main
show building, and at other locations around
the grounds.

With no show last year because of
Cyclone Gabrielle, local youngsters will no
doubt be keen to try out the Sideshow and
Amusement Zone, and they are in for a treat
as it will feature several completely new rides
for young show visitors to enjoy, including a
new 30m long Resene Ride the Rainbow
slide, new Laughing Clowns, a new 4-in-1
Bungy from Go Vertical, and
new Disney Cups. Popular
returning attractions will
include the Kombi Train and
Air Ballgame.

For adults, the live music
on the main stage this year
will come from a new band.
The Kerry Adams Band will
play covers of classic rock
and pop hits from the 1960s to
1980s.

Both kids and adults alike
are sure to enjoy playing Pops
Games, which are giant-sized
versions of well-known - and
some lesser-known - games
like Jenga, Corn Hole, 3D Tic
Tac Toe, Connect 4, and Quoits. All up there
will be 20 popular games to play - and all for
free.

And following the success of old-
fashioned sack races for children at the 2020
Show and a water balloon throwing
competition the following year, this year’s
Show will feature a tug-of-war.

For those who prefer to stand back and

-

watch rather than participate, there will be a
raft of displays throughout the day. Those will
include Taekwondo, dancing from the Pan
Indian Rifles dance troupe and a ‘mass fling’
by the Highland Dancers, the Kumeu Brass
band, and a ukelele performance by Paul
Jonson, who will also be doing ukelele
repairs on the day.

Blacksmith Chris Ellwood will be

demonstrating his trade with an interactive
aspect.

As well as the ever popular and
entertaining pet dog competition, there will
be a ‘choreodography’ display of dancing
dogs put on by the Nor West Dog Training
Club, and for the first time a Terrier race with
prizes from Tu Meke Friend dog food.

The annual Junior Farmer competition
for local school children will be held by the
Universal Cranes community stage.

The range of entries in the indoor
displays is something Helensville Show
excels at, greatly exceeding what you might
see at most other shows in the region. Expect
hundreds of entries in the baking, preserves,
floral, garden produce, crafts, children’s,
painting, and photography sections.

All these activities are sure to have
everyone hungry, and there will be a varied
offering of food outlets, everything from
ethnic, vegan and gluten-free options
through to the traditional show fare of chips
and hotdogs. For grownups, popular
Helensville brewery Liberty Brewing will be
back running the bar at the Show.

Show visitors can bring their own water
bottles and refill them for free from the
Healthy Water Tanks tanker on site.

Helensville Show has its roots in this
area’s agricultural and pastoral heritage, and
the 2024 show will once again highlight the
farming aspect of our community through
displays and competitions of animals,
including cattle, sheep, horses and mini
horses, poultry, pigs, and goats.

There will be a full day of equestrian
competitions, this year including a jumping
challenge by Waitemata Hunt.

e To Page 10
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Hato Hone

StJohn

HELENSVILLE STORE

90 Commercial Rd, Helensville
Mon-Fri: 9.30am - 4.30pm
Saturday: 10am - 2pm
Ph: 4209272 027 274 5187

Downsizing, De-cluttering
or Moving?

We're locals interested in buying your old
stuff for cash - kitchen and dinner ware, tools,
wooden furniture, bric a brac+ much more.

Call or text on: 020 4120 4777
Email: remu@xtra.co.nz

APPROVED
WASTEWATER

Wastewater Design
Tank Supply & Installation
Servicing

Ph: 420 9042

69H Mill Rd, Helensville
info@approvedwastewater.co.nz

www.approvedwastewater.co.nz

«do more

We offer personal and business lending

for almost anything you might need,
whether it's that new vehicle for the

family, a ute for the business or even a

jetski for the warmer months!

Offer of finance is subject to terms, conditions, lending criteria,
responsible lending inquiries and checks. Seemtf.co.nz/terms for details.
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WIN clothes at
Helensville Show

Visitors to Helensville Show will have the
chance to win some amazing wearables
courtesy of Icebreaker and Swanndri, iconic
Kiwi companies which are taking part in this
year’s special Wool theme at the Show.

To win the Icebreaker product, show
visitors will need to scan a QR code -
available outside the Wool Fashion Parade
and also in the Amazing Wool display tent.

Swanndri giveaways will
also be at the Amazing
Wool tent.

< 7

icebreaker Swanndri

Helensville Show

® From Page 9

More than 120 trade stands will cover
everything from farming and lifestyle
supplies to gifts, homewares, gardening
goods and more.

Once again a number of community
organisations have been provided with free
trade spaces for the show, including St John
who will be teaching CPR and the use of
AEDs, Rodney Beekeepers who will have a
live bee hive, and the Kumed Small
Landowners Association.

The Helensville Show is now firmly
established as a zero waste and smokefree
event, with recycling handled by the local
organisation Helensville Zero Waste.

Look out for the free tractor rides from the
public carpark, accessed through Stewart
Street. An Eftpos cash out facility will be
available at the show office, and Eftpos will
also be available at the show entry gates - or
tickets can be pre-purchased online through
Flicket (fees apply).

Schedules listing all the classes people
can enter at the Show are available online at
www.helensvilleshow.co.nz, or can be
collected from a box by the showgrounds
entrance, from Helensville Library, or from
Paper Plus Select, Farmlands, Farm
Source, or PGG Wrightson in Helensville.

Show Tidbits

m Tickets for the 2024 Helensville
Show can be purchased in advance to
save time at entry through Flicket at:
https://helensvilleshow.flicket.co.nz.
Tickets will also be on sale at the gate,
with EFTPOS again available. Adult
tickets are $15 per person (plus fees)
and children 16 and under are free.

m Entries for all classes for the show
can be made online through the
Showday website:
showday.online/show/helensville.
First time users will need to register
before entering.

Entries can also be emailed to:
info@helensvilleshow.co.nz and
payment made online, or dropped in at
the showgrounds office Monday to
Friday 10amto4pm.

m All competitors at the show, except

those in the indoor sections and pet
livestock classes, will have prize
money paid directly into their bank
accounts. Bank account numbers
should be supplied with entries.

B Dogs at the Show: dogs are only
permitted at Helensville Show if they
are taking part in the Butch Family Pet
Dog Show or the Terrier Race, or
service and entertainment dogs.
There are some conditions about
entering dogs in those events - for full
details, visit the Show website at
helensvilleshow.co.nz/helensville-
show-information/dogs/

B There will be no regular monthly
Helensville Market in February, but a
selection of regular stalls will be in the
trade area at the Helensville Show.
For more information email:
sarah@riversidecrafts.co.nz.

B Helensville Show relies on
volunteers, and more people are
needed to help on Show Day. Email:
info@helensvilleshow.co.nz if you are
able to help.

Talk to Gerrie and
the team today.

09 399 2478

82A Main Road

kumeu@mtf.co.nz
mtf.co.nz/kumeu

mtffinance




I medical centre notes

HELENSVILLE

At Kaipara Medical Centre, patient wellbeing takes center stage in our
commitment to providing high-quality healthcare services. Nurse
Practitioners (NPs) play a crucial role as independent health providers,
offering a wide range of primary health services from routine check-ups
and acute presentations through to chronic care management. You can
choose to have a Nurse Practitioner as your primary lead provider,

ensuring personalised and comprehensive healthcare.

Our NPs are highly skilled and have an additional four years of )
specialised training that enables them to offer all aspects of healthcare / ' SEL
management in a similar capacity to a GP. You may be enrolled undera NP

LAUNDROMAT

3 OPEN 7 DAYS
‘34\ 7 AM - 8 PM

or GP as your primary healthcare provider. Kaipara Medical Centre has two experienced
Nurse Practitioners, Sacha Cowell and Beth Poi, who bring a wealth of experience to patient 63 MILLROAD 0212111547

care. We also have Nurse Practitioner Intern Kath Dix, dedicated to
honing her skills and contributing to our collaborative environment.

Sacha's expertise is in general surgery and aged health,
ensuring a thorough and specialised approach for patients requiring
these services. Beth's special interests include skin,
perimenopause, youth health and rainbow health, reflecting her
commitment to addressing diverse healthcare needs.

NP Intern Kath is passionate about mental health, holistic
wellness, and young adult health and wellbeing, demonstrating our
commitment to the overall wellbeing of our community.

At Kaipara Medical Centre you can experience healthcare that
prioritises trust, collaboration, and a holistic approach to meet your
unique needs.

We are now accepting new patients - come in and see us, find
out more details on our website: www.kaiparamedicalcentre.co.nz
or email: admin@kaiparamed.co.nz.

- Dr Kathryn Elcock
Clinical Lead, Kaipara Medical Centre

e

CYPRESS SAWMILL

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL

MACROCARPA

Kitset Raised Gardens
Kitset Compost Bins
Landscape Sleepers
Pergolas and Beams

° Dry Macrocarpa for
Furniture and Joinery
e Laminated Timber Benchtops
e Live-edge, one piece Macrocarpa Slabs

> TREATED PINE

e Posts and Rails £

e Retaining Walls K\tse‘

e Tree Stakes Gafde“

e Decking Timber eds

e H5treated Posts & Beams ost
com?P

BinS

WHY PAY MORE?

o Every property listed and sold
2-90 /O with us, we'll donate $500 to one

Commission rate to $500,000

then 2% thereafter + GST of our local clubs.

Let's make a difference together.

Buying or selling? Give me a call today...

Lesley Garviock 027 265 4476
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New ‘Connection’ hub for creativity and wellness

Anew creative and wellness hub called ‘Connection’ has been set
up in Helensville by Heather Steadman.

It's in the Helensville Railway Station building in the rooms
previously occupied by Patiki Studio, next door to the artists’ and
crafters’ collective The Shoppe, which Heather is also involved with.

“I'd had a vision for a long time for a creative/wellness hub and
then voila, got the call about the room,” says Heather, who signed the
lease on January 1.

Heather says Connection aims to bring people together for
creative workshops, health clinics, exercise, and as a gathering space
forinterest groups

She is sharing the space with three other women to help keep the
expenses down. They are Jen Bailey (reflexology), Chrissy
Mawhinney (sewing circle/food health presentations) and Sandra
Feran (Reiki).

WASPOL NZ LTD

GERMAN WASP NESTS
WANTED

| am looking for overwintered German wasp nests to
supply immunotherapy labs. The venom is used to
desensitise people who are hyper allergic to wasp
stings and may go into anaphylactic shockif stung.

I will be collectingin your area for the next two weeks.
If you are seeing wasps on your property | would

appreciate a call. | can usually find the nest if you don't
know whereitis.

020 4007 9983 waspolnz@gmail.com

Connection operates on a ‘pop in’ basis rather than taking
bookings, which helps reduce administration.

Heather has already started an exercise/dance class called
Patupaiarehe (pronounced Pa-too-pie-a-ree-hee) which features
exercise to music with a trained teacher and small class sizes.

Classes are held from 9am to 10am on Wednesdays and
8.30am to 9.30am on Fridays, and cost $10 per class.

Her Flax Weaving Circle has also begun, on Wednesdays from
10.30am to 2.30pm at $20 for two hours or $40 for the whole
session. Those attending will learn how to create putiputi, kono and
koha kete, with flax and tools supplied for initial sessions.

Heather can be contacted on 022 042 5652.

Chrissy Mawhinney’s sewing circle is for like minded locals to
get together regularly to sew and talk. The circle is held on Fridays
from 10.30am to 12.30pm and from 1.30pm to 3.30pm and costs $5
pertwo-hour session.

Those attending need to bring their own sewing machine,
scissors, and fabric. Contract: Chrissy on 027 4 67 1843.

Heather says self-motivated tutors are welcome to get in touch
to enquire about running other classes and workshops - and likewise
with the health clinic; while reflexology and Reiki are already catered
for, other practitioners are welcome to contact Heather.

For interest groups looking for a space for meetings or
presentations, Heather says it’s an airy, light-filled venue with plenty
of parking and reasonable rates.

20 chairs, two large folding tables, four room dividers, a screen
with HDMI and DVD player, a fridge, kettle/kitchenette, crockery,
and cutlery are all supplied.

New Kai Rescue coordinator

After a huge yearin 2023 for South Kaipara Good Food (SKGF),
including receiving the Environmental Excellence Award at the North
West Country Business Awards, even bigger things are on the
horizon.

The SKGF Kai Rescue workstream brought in more than
100,000kg of food which was distributed through its Kai Hub to those
in the community needing assistance - including those experiencing
hardship after the impacts of the Auckland Anniversary floods and
Cyclone Gabrielle.

Amisha O'Brien, the new Kai Rescue Coordinator for SKGF is
passionate about diverting food from landfill.

“The fact that so much edible food goes to the pigs or the local tip
is distressing and deplorable - it simply should not be happening
when there is a clear and obvious need in our community.”

One in five children live in households facing food insecurity
while billions of dollars of consumable food is wasted in landfills.

As a member of the Aotearoa Food Rescue Alliance, SKGF is
well positioned to continue its work building relationships and best
practice policies with local supermarkets, farmers, growers,
manufacturers and the community.

Locals interested in helping with kai rescue can email Amisha at:
kairescue@skgf.org.nz.

Kindred
Family
Services

Nurturing Our
Community

@ Counselling & Drop-in
@® Family Harm Support
Help us together, build healthier families and

communities by supporting our work, find out
more at www.kindredservices.org.nz

Flourishing communities, free from trauma and harm that are home to resilient, thriving citizens

@® Community Programmes

@ Women's Refuge & helpline

B

Open 9 am - 3 pm Monday - Friday 104 Commercial Rd Te Awaroa | Helensville Ph: 09 420 7992
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B from our local MP

Happy New Year readers of Helensville News!
| hope you were able to have something of a break
over the Christmas and New Year period.

For me, 2024 has begun with plenty going on,
both locally and at a national level.

At the same time, I've been reflecting on some
positive and negative events of last year. 4

In December | was highly disappointed to hear '\ -
that an important local project - construction of a Q
new Innovation Centre at Kaipara College - had
been ‘paused’. This project was to have physically started some
months earlier. It appears the Ministry of Education hadn’t planned
appropriately - mostimportantly, to allocate the funds for the project.

My enquiries, working with the school's leadership and also new
Education Minister (my colleague and friend Erica Stanford),
uncovered that pausing and cancelling of such projects has been
taking place at other schools across the country as well.

Of course that bigger picture will be no consolation to the
wonderfully passionate school community of Kaipara College.

In short, with building costs having increased for all projects over
the last few years, insufficient funds were set aside to make this
happen. Clearly that is unsatisfactory, but a lack of communication
and transparency from the Ministry of Education in the second half
of the year only compounded matters.

As local MP I've been pushing for the work to finally get
underway. | want to highlight the excellent leadership of the school in
being so proactive. | have the support of the Education Minister to
help obtain what is rightly expected by the young people in our
community: spaces to learn well, enabling our excellent teachers to
do whatthey do. This will remain a priority for me in 2024.

Finally, I hope to see you at the Helensville Show! Take care.

- Chris Penk
MP for Kaipara ki Mahurangi
chris.penkmp@parliament.govt.nz

I the business

The Helensville Show is in town and we hope
to help make ita success to kick start 2024.

This year we are doing things a little differently
after hearing from our membership about what
support they need. It can be hard for businesses to
take part in fantastic events like the Helensville
Show when staff numbers are low and business
owners need to manage their stores on
weekends, so we have invited local businesses to
share our Business Association marquee.

While I'm at the Show telling everyone about the association and
our members, | will showcase some of our wonderful businesses
who have an opportunity to put their goods on display.

This trial allows businesses to get their products in front of the
thousands of people who will come to the show, and we hope it will
encourage visitors to spend more time in the North West.

We will also be accepting entries for our Ultimate Day Out
competition at the Helensville Show. Anyone who spends $50 or
more with any of our member businesses in January or February
can go in the draw. Simply head to our website and upload your
receipts for your chance to win, or bring them to our Show stand. The
prize pack consists of:

o Tickets for two to the Kaipara Coast Sculpture Gardens
Kaukapakapa
Lunch fortwo at Ginger Crunch Café Helensville
16,000 foot skydive at Skydive Auckland Parakai
Full body massage for two at Phoenix Beauty Therapy Kumeu
Dinner for two at The Landing Riverhead.

- 3

- Danielle Hancock
Manager, North West Country Business Assn
manager@northwestcountry.co.nz

Harcourts The Difference

PROUDLY SPONSORING
THE HELENSVILLE A & P SHOW

LOOKING FORWARD TO
SEEING YOU THERE!!

SATURDAY 24 FEBRUARY

Make sure you come and visit

us for some fun games O
raising funds for the
Heart Foundation Bigtleart

street collection

Big Heart Appeal

FORALL YOUR REAL ESTATE AND
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT NEEDS P

J"“ &)

Harcourts The Difference

helensville.harcourts.co.nz
rcial Road | Helensville | 09420 7663
VLR st agons s 3008

Yo, A
" Egtite piae”

Helensville

Birthing Centre

TE PUNA WHANAU KI TE AWAROA

Your local primary birthing facility, Helensville
Birthing Centre is well-equipped to provide
supportive, positive and informed birthing

experiences.

Also offering postnatal stays, take your time to
rest, recover and establish breastfeeding in a
private, homelike environment with meals and
round-the-clock expert care.

Please visit our website to learn more.

53 Commercial Road, Helensville
Ph: (09) 420 8747

Email: bookings@helensvillebirthingcentre.co.nz

www.birthcentre.co.nz
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B letters

| was invited to the opening of ‘The Everything Shop’ at the
Helensviile Community Recycling Centre in Mill Road late last year.
It is an inspiration and great asset developed from when the original
Resource Recovery Centre first opened.

A senior Auckland City Council staff member, who was with
Rodney District Council (RDC) during the formation of the original
Centre, made an interesting comment to me which made me recall
how and why it was first started.

| was chair of the ratepayers organisation at the time, just after
RDC had been dissolved in 2000 and put under
the charge of a commissioner for one year.

At the time many people in Helensville
wanted a walkway along the river bank.

Also about that time the late Cynthia Thrush,
then editor of the Helensville News, came to see
me. She had taken some visitors on a boat ride
along the Kaipara River and was extremely
embarrassed when they saw a large amount of
rubbish along the river bank. She wanted help to
work out what could be done about it.

When John Law was elected Mayor a trip on
the Kewpie Two was organised with John, some
new councillors and Council staff, and those
interested in a river walkway. We all saw the
disgusting state of the river bank, with cars
stacked three-high behind the old dairy factory.

We were all disgusted, but the Council staff
must have been embarrassed as that area was
their responsibility. About two weeks later that
area was clean - sort of; a contractor from out of
the area had done a shocking job. | politely told
the staff (probably not politely!) and gave them
names of some local contractors, one of whom
then did a fantastic job.

Forthe 2001 Annual Plan | applied to have an
inorganic rubbish collection in Helensville, which
was turned down. Then Cynthia Thrush and | decided we as a
community would hold one ourselves. We made up a committee
representing local organisations, and when RDC realised what we
were doing they decided to help, and staff joined our committee.

Just before the ‘Big Clean-Up’ as it became known, | asked RDC

RECYCLING CLEANUP

for some money to

help the various
groups supplying
ENGINEERING DESIGN
CONSULTANTS

trucks, trailers,
Sub-division Specialist

utes etc, and they
provided $5000.
Contact uson 094519044 or team@edc.co.nz
www.edc.co.nz

The day of the
‘Big Clean-Up
(from memory

Chaisman, Helensville/Parakai Urban Ratepayer Assoc. Inc.
Looking back over the last 3 months we can say It was e ed, it was
Larger than we expected, but we as a Community have Done i

e The original‘Big Cleanup’ article from the
October 2001 issue of Helensville News

Saturday, September 22, 2001) was overwhelming!

We were collecting rubbish and putting it behind the old dairy
factory. We ended up with rubbish stacked 3m high. RDC got a local
contractor to take it all to the landfill; I'm not sure what we would have
done without their help.

Meanwhile some locals asked if we would accept cars. | asked
the owners of land opposite the site if we could put a few cars there. |
was told later there were 100 motor vehicles and scrap metal piled 2m
high on that site. One of the owners of the land came with a huge
digger and trucks and trailers and took all the
metal away, flattening cars with the digger.

The amount of rubbish put on the road
verges was so great it couldn’t all be collected on
the day, so other contractors collected it the
following day. That rubbish was put in an open
area close to the Kaipara River bridge. After six
weeks all three sites where clean.

What next?

Next, a patient of mine complained about the
high cost to take rubbish to a site with a
compacting truck. Bronwyn Alexander and |
went to watch and noted all went straight into the
compacting truck - a very expensive method of
dealing with rubbish.

Bronwyn, John Tarrant and | decided the
community could do better. Back to my friends at
RDC. After two years’ lobbying they agreed and
aworking committee setup. A 10 year lease was
signed in November 2005, four years after the
Big Clean-Up, but it was 2007 before resource
consent was received for the Resource
Recovery Centre.

So, what did that Council staff member say to
me at the ‘Everything Shop’ opening?

She reminded me of the persistence and
determination | showed in getting the RDC to
allow us to start - and even said that if  hadn’t been so persistent over
those years, the present fabulous site would not exist! But | did not do
this alone, and | want to acknowledge those who helped set this up.

The late Cynthia Thrush for the response to her embarrassment
and suggesting our own clean-up, and her help on the clean-up
committee. All the people of Helensville that helped, and special
thanks to the owners of the land that accepted all those cars. And to
Bronwyn Alexander and John Tarrant and friends at RDC.

Without the willingness of all these people the original Resource
Recovery Centre would not have existed.

Finally, to the determination and perseverance of the present
Trust the site has been re-developed. The team that took over nine
years ago have done a fantastic job taking the original and turning it
into what it is now - a fabulous facility.

| would like to meet the present trustees and hear their

63 MILL ROAD

09 420 6050
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VISION

One Contractor

0274817478 4208738
Email: visionlandscapes@xtra.co.nz
www.visionlandscapes.co.nz

plans for the future - and to encourage them to keep doing
more!

- Alan Watkinson

Former chair, Helensville-Parakai Ratepayers Assn

Book Fair donations

Helensville Lions Club is now accepting donations for its
Autumn Book Fair to be held on the last weekend of May,
Saturday 25 and Sunday 26, at the Helensville
Showgrounds.

For All Your Needs Small quantities of books can be left with Burmester
Realty in Commercial Road; for larger amounts, phone Chris
Clark on 09 420 8527, or contact any other member of the
Geoffrey Sawyers Lions Club of Helensville.

The club’s Christmas Book Fair raised $8,413, down
slightly on the previous fair, which will be used through the
Lions Club of Helensville Charitable Trust to help local
people or organisations in need of assistance.




B local board matters

2 dizzy height.s

It is with great sadness | bring up the
recent loss of a young life while 4x4 driving
on Muriwai.

Surely we have had enough tragedy in
that small community and itis time to change
the way vehicles are managed within the
Regional Park.

For some years now | have observed a
shift in attitude by many in the community to
a heightened sense of entitlement and away
from a shared responsibility for improving
the wellbeing of our community. Service
clubs are facing falling member numbers
and those that do participate are
increasingly elderly.

Why is it that so many people these days
are so selfish, self-involved, entitled,
immature and anti-social?

Historically Muriwai Beach has been
treated as a road, and unsupervised access
to the beach treated as a right by some
members of the community. Butthe beachis
actually part of the Regional Park and
access to it is controlled by Auckland
Council.

This being the case | believe it's time to
take steps to manage vehicular access to
the beach so that all Regional Park users are
safe from the anti-social behaviour of the few
who seem unable to follow the rules.

Over time there has been a steadily
increasing number of visitors, congestion
issues and traffic conflicts along with selfish
destruction of the coastal ecosystems and
biodiversity.

There have been calls for greater
enforcement of the rules Regional Parks has
set for vehicle access, and in some quarters,
there’s a strong feeling the police should
have a greater role to play in this. While this
seems feasible it is in fact completely
impossible; the resources to do this aren’t
available, and police have higher priority
work todo.

What is required is a total ban on
vehicular access to the beach until such time
Auckland Council can set and enforce
compliance of these rules by all vehicular
beach users. Forinstance:

e Permits for beach access issued
electronically with annual, seasonal,

TREE " SERVICES

Dion Mayes

and daily pricing Qualified Arbofist

options.

e All informal vehicular
access points to the
beach to be

All tree work * Pruning
Hedges ¢+ Council Approved
Full Insurance * Tree Felling

blocked.New Tree Chipping Service
dedicated access i ;
points with automated Difficult Trees a Specialty
access controls and FREE QUOTES
monitoring, and

. ’ s 0800 349994

hicl f | .And lastl

vehicle and facial recognition. And lastly 0800 DIZZYH

a portal where beach users can upload
video of vehicles and people breaking
the rules will be required.

e Sophisticated systems to undertake
surveillance of sensitive areas where
vehicular access is forbidden, and
issuing of automated offence notices to
those not following the rules will also be
needed.

e Where unauthorised access is an issue,
Council should be able to impound the
offending vehicles and owners can
reclaim them only after paying for
towing, storage, and afine.

e Unregistered and or unsafe vehicles
should be summarily impounded and
crushed.

While this may sound like science fiction,
these systems are already in use elsewhere.

All this would be expensive, but vehicular
users of the beach would need to pay for the
privilege of access.

Auckland Council approved some of
these actions in 2022 but to date no funding
has been made available. Perhapsit's time
to invest in making all user communities
safer and to take the ‘wild’ out of the Wild
West.

021 527219 / 09 4205352

Kaukapakapa Drainage

o Septic Tank Systems
o Truck & Digger Hire
o Drain Unblocking
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Crossword answers B oy OV?WN

Across: 1. Abbot 4. Arabic 9. Oilskin
10. Cocoa 11.Lemon 12. Uncanny, 13. Bastille
Day 17. Lead off 19. Aaron 20. Steep

« Drainage

- Brent Bailey ¢ Pile Drilling

Chair, Rodney Local Board
brent.bailey@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

21. Enlarge 22. Return, 23. Bowel.

Down: 1. Apollo 2. Bulimia 3. Taken
5. Recycle 6.Bacon 7.Crazy 8. Unqualified
14. Trooper 15. Aircrew 16. Unreal 17. Laser

Phone/Fax: 420 4149
Mobile: 021 926 301
Email: gary@kdrainage.nz

18. Adept 19. Ad lib.
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Reward offered for wasps

John Eason has puta bounty on German
wasps in our area.

His Takaka-based company Waspol NZ
collects German wasps for immunotherapy
laboratories in the USA, UK, and ltaly.
The product the labs
produce is used to
desensitise people
who can go into
anaphylactic shock
when stung.

“South Head has
high numbers of wasps,”
he says. “Over the last 12
years | have collected over
450kg of wasps from just five or six farms.

“I'm keen to motivate people, so any
information leading to unpoisoned German
nests yielding 4.5kg or more will be eligible
fora $200 reward.

“I need 45kg of wasps,” he adds.

Brynderwyn exhibition
at Helensville Museum

Helensville Museum’s first exhibition for
the year will commemorate the 1963
Waitangi Day Brynderwyn bus disaster.

Returning from a Waitangi Day
celebration a bus carrying 35 Maori lost
control and left the road, crashing into bush
in the Brynderwyn hills. Eight of the dead
were from Helensville.

This exhibition opens on Monday,
February 12 and will cover the accident, its
aftermath, and the repercussions for the
locals and their families.

B crossword

John wants to hear from anyone who is
seeing large numbers of wasps, and says he
can usually find the nest within a couple of

hours.
“The largest nest I've collected
on South Head yielded 15kg
and was the size of the front of
my ute.”
Once the nest is found,
John sets up a vacuum
system to collect the wasps
in a bin, which he changes
every 10 minutes. Dry ice is
used to knock the wasps out and
they are bagged frozen and transported
under more dry ice. They must remain
frozen until the laboratories receive them.

John can be contacted on 020 4007

9983 or email: waspolnz@gmail.com.

Winner, winner!

Congratulations to Erin Spencer of
Sheffield Road in Helensville, the lucky
winner of our December Helensville Show
Goody Bagdraw.

We received a huge number of entries,
the biggest response to a competition yet.

Erin and her family will be able to enjoy a
fabulous day out at the Helensville Show on
February 24 with her prize, which includes
two adult entry tickets; four coffees (or other
drinks); a $50 sideshow and amusements
voucher; a $50 food voucher for Mobile
Catering; four single serve ice creams; and
two Helensville Show shopping bags.
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Across

1. Superior of a monastery (5)
4. Type of gum (6)

9. Waterproof fabric (7)

10. Chocolate ingredient (5)
11. Yellowish citrus fruit (5)

12. Mysterious (7)

French national holiday (8,3)
17. Begin (4,3)

19. Brother of Moses (5)
Precipitous (5)

. Blow up (7)

22. Go back (6)

Intestine (5)

Down
. Ancient Greek sun god (6)
. Eating disturbance (7)
. Kidnapped (5)

. Cured pig meat (5)

l trade & classifieds

= Helensville Glass
24 hour service. Free measure and quote.
Ph: 420 8210
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1
2
3
5. Adapt for new use (7)
6
7

. Insane (5)

8. Unentitled (11)
ANSWERS 14. Cavalry soldier (7)
See 15. Flight personnel (7)

Pg 15 for 16.
this 17.
month’s 18
answers. 19

Imaginary (6)

Intense light beam (5)
. Proficient (5)

. Unscripted (2,3)
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BOOK A VISIT TODAY!
B Comemsecial Road, Helenpeiie
027 229 9403
7:00am - 6.00pm
Ages 3 months - 6 years
4 or 6 hour sessions
Short and Full Day options

N
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ASSURED

Your trusted
local Mechanic

= Servicing, Maintenance, and Repairs
of all vehicle makes and models

= Warrant of Fitness (WOF)

= Emergency Roadside Assistance.

90 Mill Rd, Helensville
Ph 09 420 8177

SEPTIC TANK &
WATER TANK  Seing
CLEANING
Prompt, Professional Service
Ph AK 412 9210
25 Years Experience

MOBILE
0274 924 494

=IRST,
AUTO ELECTRICAL

Full Mobile Service

Specialists in Auto Electrical & Air Conditioning
Servicing Vehicles, Heavy Machinery,
Farm Equipment & Marine

Workshop - Parts - Accessories
BATTERY TOWN,

Ph 09 427 5748  sarrexy o
Mob 021 689 700 ©c©¢°




